THE PERCEPTIONS OF FOURTH SEMESTER ENGLISH STUDENTS ON LISTENING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES
AND LISTENING SKILL


(Mahasiswa Jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris FKIP Universitas Islam Malang)
 tuuzmozza96@gmail.com

       ABSTRACT
This study aims to find out difference effects among higher score students’ perceptions and lower score students’ perceptions towards their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill of Fourth Semester English Students of UNISMA and also the influence of their perceptions. The research design in the present study is quantitative research in the form of expo facto design. 60 students samples were taken by random sampling technique. The data were collected by using middle test scores for grouping the students and questionnaire for representations of their perceptions. The data were analyzed by using quantitative techniques in IBM SPSS Statistic 20.0 Program. Deeply, the questionnaires results were changed into quantitative data which were statistic data and percentage data. The findings were, first, both of the two groups are in moderate perception and, second, the students had given the same aggrement, deeply, almost 62% students in one idea on the influence of their perceptions that perception takes crucial influence in their listening comprehension strategies, listening input and achievements, students’ motivations and evaluation study, students’ learning independency, then the last on, listening skill. To sum up, students need to find their perception of learning listening skill in order to support mastering their three upcoming English skills. 

Key words: Perception, listening comprehension strategies, listening skill

INTRODUCTION
	On students’ perceptions on listening comprehension strategies is important factor that must be fulfilled to gain successful communication  in English such as on the studies of Yulisa (2018), Hadijah (2016, 70) and Graham (2006). Perception is the first foundation that students need to build along their learning process because from those perceptions, students help them out of such hopelessness in learning process. Same as in learning process, students’ perceptions in listening skill need to be fixed up because listening skill is the beginning skill that must be fulfilled to take the upcoming skills. There are two necessary aspects for students to get understandable input. The first aspect is students’ perceptions, perception has an important role in students’ learning process, therefore as students, they must have such a strong perceptions on first time when they start to learning something. Then, it can be said that perceptions help students out of misunderstanding points on their learning process and of course, those harm points will be not only influencing on students’ learning process, but on their learning academic results also. Because of that reason, students’ perceptions have significant effects on learning listening process.
	After understanding about the whole point of students’ perceptions above,  the last aspect is listening comprehension. According to Amer (2006), as it is cited in Tarigan (2015) reported that in Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy, comprehension is on the second stair of six stages. Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy is divided into two whole dimensions, the first is cognitive process which refers to a process that students use for learning material and the second dimension is knowledge dimension that refers to kinds of knowledge which the students are going to learn. It is also concluded that before students get practice, they need to obtain their compliting comprehension. Based on that reason, discovering perceptions in learning, especially in learning listening skill, helps students finding out their appropriate listening comprehensions.
In additions, there are four skills that students must master language skills to gain successful English communication, these language skills are listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Therefore, students need to understand how they can get success in master those four skill. Most skill of students frequently use in their real-life activities is listening skill and as Mendelsohn (1994) mentioned on the study of Gilakjani and Ahmadi (2011, 977) that the highest precentage that students frequently use between the four language skills on their daily communication is listening skill and this skill takes around forty up to fifty percent, besides, the three other skills take no more than thirty percent in total. Thus, it can be highlighted that students’ perceptions in listening skill is the most urgent part that must be master first in order to get further understandable input.
	As discussed above, the students need to strengthen their perceptions in learning listening skill to meet with their supporting oral comprehension strategies. Furthermore, students’ listening perceptions are needed to help the students to get both of good comprehension strategies and also good ability in their listening skill. For this case, Ghoneim (2013, 109)  confirmed in his study that perceptions get increasing students’ independence in learning listening skill, especially in getting their listening comprehension skill. In additions, Aliakbari (2015) added that students’ perceptions fix students with listening comprehension strategies, besides, perceptions are not only effective approach for developing students’ language input, but their motivations in learning listening skill also. Deeply, Assiri (2008) supported the statement that by using listening comprehension strategies, students are able to check and evaluate their listening comprehension results, whether it needs any modification or improvement and it can be reached after students have good perceptions in learning listening skill. 
	In conclusion, it is clear that students’ perceptions on listening comprehension strategies and learning listening skill has pivotal roles such as in students’ independance, listening input, listening result, motivation and also ability evaluation. There are many benefits from students’ perceptions which help students promoting their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill.
	From the conclusion above, the present research is fundamental to conduct in order to find out students’ perceptions on their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill of fourth semester English students of UNISMA are. the research problems of this study are: “Is there any significant different among higher score students’ perceptions and lower score students’ perceptions towards their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill? and
What are the influences of higher score students’ perceptions and lower score students’ perceptions towards their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill?” and the hypotheis in this study is There is no significant different among higher score students’ perceptions and lower score students’ perceptions towards their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill.

METHOD
	The design of this present research was quantitative expost facto research. Expost facto research was a great tool to conduct social research where the variable could not be manipulated (Simon and Goes, 2013: 1) and the aim of the expost facto research in this case helped selecting and calculating the present research data.
	This research was done in University of Islam Malang and the concentration was on fourth semester English students. The research used random sampling technique to choose the participants. Moreover, there were 93 students with at least 20 taken sample students as the research participants from each of three classes which were namely IV-C, IV-D, IV-E to represent the population. Black and Porter  (1996, 118) explained that the main advantage of random sampling was an ideal way to high representative all the participants.
To help collecting the data, the present research made use the instrument of the questionnaire from Ratnaningsih (2014: 47) was utilised which was consist of 32 statements and 5 close-ended options which were never was tidak pernah (in Indonesian), rare marked jarang, often went to sering, usually was biasanya and always showed selalu.
Moreover, each of the options had their own points but the questionnaire sheets did not showing the points because of the specific purpose and the points for the options were tidak pernah (in Indonesian) showed 1 point, jarang marked 2 point, sering went to 3 point, biasanya was 4 point and selalu had 5 point. 
From the explanation scores’ degree before, the Positive Likert Scale degree of agreement was used drew on the questionnaire sheets because Likert Scale expressed the degree of agreements on perception, attitude or opinion towards kind of social phenomena by an specific research (Sapoetra, 2015). As the following table:
Table 1 The Positive Likert Scale
	No	no
	The Options
	The Scores

	1
	Tidak Pernah
	1

	2
	Jarang
	2

	3
	Sering
	3

	4
	Biasanya
	4

	5
	Selalu
	5




	The next step was calculating the data to find out the total acquisition scores from each of participant’s questionnaire by using this formula:
         Table 2 The Formula to Find Total Acquisition Questionnaire Scores
	 x n


	 = The total acquisition scores

	= The present research’s maximum scale (from 1 to 100)

	   = Finding out the sum of the higher score

	   = The higher score of options (5 score for selalu)

	   = The number of questionnaire’s statements (32 items)

	n   = The total score from the chosen students’ options 



In addition, questionnaire was simple research instruments for collecting participants data for specific purpose and also as self-explantory for the participants (Mathers et al, 2009: 32). Then, for getting the precentage form of the present research data, the formula from Ranggen (2016: 19) was utilized which was:
          Table 3 The Formula to Find Total Acquisition Questionnaire Scores
	 x 100


	 = Number of participants based on the degree of agreement

	ɳ = Number of all participants



	The aim of counting the percentage data was to gain how the perceptions of fourth semester English students of Unisma on their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill were and what the effects for the students were.
	Then, it could be highlighted that the data were analyzed by using several quantitative techniques in IBM SPSS Statistic 20.0 Program. Deeply, the output of the questionnaires were changed into quantitative data which were statistic data Raharjo (2019) and percentage data from Ranggen (2016).


FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
	The present research had utilized Frequencies Test to find the statistical data results of medium scores of the two groups. Furthermore, there were three categories in the measuring the perception score. The first category was high perception if the score was around 100 up to 76, the second category was moderate perception if the score was around 75 up to 60 and the last category was low perception if the score was below 60 (Dewi, 2016: 37) and the following table was the result of Frequencies Test from both of the groups:

Table 4 The Formula to Get The Precentage Data
	Statistics
	
	

	score
	
	

	Medium
	HS Group
	70,00

	Medium
	LS Group
	64,00




Based on the table above, the first findings were from the result of Frequencies Test that the medium score of High Score Group was 70 and the medium score of Low Score Group was 64 and both the two groups were in moderate perception. Then, it came to be summrized that the research hypothesis which was there was significant difference among higher score students’ perceptions and lower score students’ perceptions towards their listening comprehension strategies and listening skills was rejected because the two groups were in moderate perception. In short, the null hypothesis in the present research was accepted, but the alternative hypothesis was rejected, deeply, the first research problem also had been answered that there was no any significant difference among higher score students’ perceptions and lower score students’ perceptions towards their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill.
The second findings were based on the  data gathered by the questionnaire. The two groups had agreed that students’ perception had significant influence for listening comprehension strategies, listening input and achievements, students’ motivation and evaluation study and also students’ learning independency because for the 32 statements, from both of the groups, 62% students gave the same responds that represented their perceptions, only 38% gave different responds. In short, the group A and the group B were in one perception and the one perception here meant that there was meaningful influence of students’ perception toward learning listening skill.
	To give several supporting theories of the findings in the present research. The first finding, there was no significant difference among higher score students’ perceptions and lower score students’ perceptions towards their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill because the medium scores of the two groups were moderate perception. As it is mentioned in the result study of PourFarhad et al (2012: 203) clarifies that more than 90% students have the same perception in their listening skill because Loomans and Kolberg (1993) in Manchew (2001) finds that perceptions upgrade input of students’ material in learning listening process and students approach in learning is the realization of students’ perceptions (Tudor et al, 2015)
the second findings were perception brough the students into their listening strategies and for that reason, listening strategies facilitate students’ listening comprehension (Handayani, 2006: 8) and after perception gets the students on their listening comprehension, they can determine the meaning of the message (Jannah, 2015: 13) using their input. In addition, having good listening achievements marks students have good listening input (Gilakjani and Sabouri, 2016: 1672-1673) and good listening achievements increase students’ learning listening motivation (Syaveni and Johari, 2018: 116), moreover, the influmental point in students’ perceptions is how students can be aware toward their evaluation study (Graham, 2006: 6), furthermore, that awareness of students’ evaluation study is the enhencing supplement of students’ learning independency (Hosseini and Pourmandnia, 2013: 66). Then these scientific reasons why perception had the crucial role on the four branch points of the present research.
It could be sum up that both groups were in one agreement that there was meaningful influence of students’ perception because 62% students gave the same responds that represented their perceptions, only 38% gave different perceptions. Deeply, the present research participants were in one perception that students’ perception had significant influence for ,the mentioned four brance points of the second finding which were, listening comprehension strategies (Ipek, 2017: 206), listening input and achievements (Gilakjani and Sabouri, 2016: 1672-1673), students’ motivation (Goctu, 2016: 6) and evaluation study (Graham, 2006: 6) and also students’ learning independency (Hosseini and Pourmandnia, 2013: 66) because Bagatur (2016: 811) there is no single factors influencing the students’ perception. In addition, perceptions in learning listening skill not only help the students to list their difficulities, but also find out their solutions (Quyen and Dan, 2018: 83).

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
	The purpose of conducting the present research is for answering the two research problems and for strengtening the present research answers, several previous studies are appeared. Moreover, the present research gets the one main point to get the answer of the first research problem that the two groups have the same perception towards their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill.
	The answers of the second research problem are perceptions influence the five students’ important aspects which are listening comprehension strategies, listening input and achievements, motivation and evaluation study, learning independency and learning listening skill. To sum up, students need to find their perception of learning listening skill in order to support mastering their three upcoming English skills.
	After finish reporting the present research, the researcher also provides suggestions related to further actions of the students’ perceptions on their listening comprehension strategies and listening skill. The first is the study can be worthwhile for future listening skill reseachers as research’s reference. For that reason, the future researchers can develop present listening skill research, especially in research findings. The second is he present research is the teaching references for English teacher, especially for listening teacher in order to improve teaching listening skill quality and also notice students’ perceptions. The last suggestion of the present study is addressed to the pre-service teachers as learning references for their teaching preparations. In detail, the pre-service teacher can learn deeper about the importance of students’ perceptions in teaching and learning listening skill as well.
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