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Abstract: Vocabulary is the basic language aspects that that function as building the 

blocks of a language and It is important develop vocabulary. Still, vocabulary is 

too vast to be learned only at classroom and exposing students to English outside 

the classroom activities are an effective method to develop vocabulary. English 

songs is an authentic source of English that is commonly exposed to students. 

Therefore, this study aims to identify the effect of students’ frequency in 

listening to English songs on their vocabulary mastery. This study was 

implemented using an experimental quantitative research design using an online 

questionnaire delivered via Google Form to 40 fourth-semester students of the 

English department at University of Islam Malang. The data in this study are 

analyzed using paired sample t-test to measure the difference of pre-test and 

post-test scores after the treatment. The result concludes that listening to English 

songs have a positive effect on students’ vocabulary mastery. The data shows 

that the mean score of vocabulary mastery after a week of treatment using 

English songs are higher compared to the first vocabulary mastery test before the 

treatment. The mean score is increased by 3.812 points with very significant 

value of 0.008 which is significant at 0.01 and considered to be very significant. 

Therefore, the result confirms the hypothesis alternative that stated listening to 

English songs have an impact in students’ vocabulary mastery. It is suggested for 

future studies to conduct more study on the effect of other aspects in songs such 

as tempo, genre to vocabulary mastery for deeper understanding of the effect of 

specific types of songs on vocabulary development. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Vocabulary is fundamental in the use of language; as learning and the mastery 

of any language skill is determined by the mastery of vocabulary. Expressing the 

meaning with no vocabulary is impossible while conveying the meaning without 

correct structure is still possible, this indicated that the presence of vocabulary is 



essential to language effectively. Vocabulary holds special place among language 

components as words and meaning are the basis of language, thus, learning of new 

words is vital in language learning (Schmitt, 2010). Vocabulary is the most essential 

element in every language and mastering vocabulary comes first before the learners 

continue to learn four English skills (Janitra, 2020). Learning vocabulary based on 

(Nation 2001) is substantial to the acquisition of foreign language. It is almost 

impossible to communicate without the required vocabulary. 

Learning vocabulary is not only about understand the meaning of a word but 

also knowing its spelling, pronunciation, collocations and relevance (Nation, 2001). 

According to Schmitt, (2010), instead of learning all aspects of word knowledge 

instantaneously, it is important that some aspects being acquired before others 

Explicit learning activities. Exercises infrequent exposures to L2 vocabulary, are 

known to be very effective for learning successfully and memorization of new words 

(Schmitt, 2008). According to Nation (2006) knowing 6000 to 7000 common and 

word families to comprehend spoken English and 8000 to 9000 word families to 

comprehend written language material. Van Zeeland & Schmitt (2010) suggested that 

understanding 3,000-word families might be enough to understand spoken language, 

it is indicating that most learners in the (EFL) context have difficulties learning 3,000 

words let alone near 8,000 or 9,000 of vocabulary size. 

This signifies that finding new ways to fill the needs of foreign and second 

language vocabulary development is necessary. Attempting to learn vocabulary 

through exposure to large amounts of language input in various types of oral and 

written material might offers more potential to increase vocabulary development 

(Webb & Nation, 2017). English language development in Indonesia is still 

considered as a foreign language, therefore, the basic ability needed to master this 

language is by recognizing, understanding and knowing the meanings of English 

words. Major problems regarding Indonesian students regarding to English 

vocabulary teaching and learning is classroom-limited activity, vocabulary is too vast 



to be learnt only within the classroom activity that is limited to context, time and 

experience. In this case it is necessary to develop learners’ autonomy that enable the 

learners to learn vocabulary unbound by the limitation of classroom. According to 

Benson (2001), learner autonomy is the capability to effectively set one’s own 

personal study. Based on Nunan (2000), self-directed learner to learns independently 

on classroom, teacher or learning material. Thanasoulas (2000) also share common 

conclusions that an autonomous learner is an individual who can independently 

choose, aims and purposes; able to set learning goals; selecting materials, learning 

methods and tasks which then implement those choices and purposes in executing the 

tasks, and can conduct independent learning evaluation criteria for one's work. 

According to Tuan (2011),  

Learner autonomy is a good aid for students in learning, it provides the learner 

with privileges such as motivation, more lasting influence, enhances the learner to 

master the basic skills required for long-term learning through acquisition of 

language. Language acquisition is the result of a subconscious process that requires 

comprehensible input of meaningful exposure in the target language (Krashen, 1987). 

According to Krashen, the best method of language acquisition is through meaningful 

input in low anxiety situations, which can be achieved by exposing students to the 

language they want to hear or are curious about. In his theory of ―Narrow listening‖, 

Krashen (1996) stated that repeated listening to the learners’ interest at their leisure in 

a familiar context makes the language input more comprehensive.  

In this study, Krashen's theory is related to the acquisition of the English 

language from repeated exposure through English songs. English songs allow the 

acquirer of language to get comprehensible input by listening to their favourite songs 

repeatedly in their leisure time. From this exposure to the target language, the learners 

are expected to have vocabulary growth. One potential language inputs is songs, 

listening has the potential to contribute in L2 vocabulary development (Vidal, 2011). 

According to Maneshi (2017) Songs is a potentially valuable resource for vocabulary 



learning, as they can provide large quantities of language input that gathered through 

repetitive conversation with music that makes the listener enjoy the language input 

process. Moreover ―song-stuck in-my-head phenomenon‖ which is unconsciously 

repeated in the listener's head make songs to be an effective source of input for 

vocabulary learning retention. 

In regards to the important role of L2 vocabulary acquisition, the studies on 

how vocabulary is taught have recently received significant attention from 

researchers. There are many studies that aims to study L2 vocabulary acquisition 

autonomously, for instance, subsidiary acquisition of vocabulary through listening by 

Van-Zeeland and Schmitt (2013) which elaborates on vocabulary acquisition but did 

not directly implement songs in learning. There are many studies that indicates the 

potency of using English songs on vocabulary mastery. For instance, studies on 

student reports and instructors’ experiences in Kerekes (2015). revealed many profits 

of using songs for teaching material for the second language (L2) input. Lestari and 

Hardiyanti (2020) identified that the participants prefer the slow beat tempo of songs 

to get a clearer understanding of the vocabulary from words used in the songs.  

Moreover, students' retention is improved due to the exposure of authentic 

material and supported by the presence of feelings, emotion and the sense of 

enjoyable atmosphere created in the application of the songs. Furthermore, a study by 

Kaukonen (2016) shows that the participants find the perceive the use of music as a 

positive thing to be used as teaching material. But students' interest in music is not 

always necessary for them to enjoy music as learning material in the classroom. A 

survey of international language teachers' use of songs in classrooms shows that 

teachers applies songs to exercise comprehension in listening and introduce new 

vocabulary more often while developing an enjoyable learning atmosphere (Tegge, 

2018). Abbott (2002) stated that lyrical characteristics of songs might assist retention 

when learning a new language. Therefore, knowing the importance of listening to 



English songs on vocabulary mastery, this study aims to identify the effect of 

students’ frequency in listening to English songs on their vocabulary mastery. 

METHOD 

 In designing the research approach, the researcher experimental research with 

one group pretest and posttest research design. The data collected from 3rd-semester 

students which analyzed quantitatively using the statistic package for social science 

(SPSS). The treatment is done in a week, one day pretest for about 10-30 minutes and 

continued to treatment for 7 days by taking notes on how long and how many English 

songs they listen every day and finalized by posttest for another 10-30 minutes in the 

end of the week. the researcher to conduct this research on 40 students of 4th grade 

from the University of Islam Malang especially from the English department as 

English students have stronger tendency to listen to English songs.  

The data collected using the notes written by students based on the 

questionnaire about frequency of listening to English songs as well as pretest and 

posttest of vocabulary mastery. The questionnaire about listening frequency is 

adapted from Dewi (2019) about frequency in watching English movies to listening 

to English songs. The vocabulary mastery test is in the form of standardized web-

based test at www.oxfordonlineenglish.com/english-level-test/vocabulary that consist 

of 40 questions. The researcher analyzes the data using Statistical Package for the 

Social Science (SPSS) version 21. The collected data was then processed into SPSS 

to know the result of descriptive statistics test using paired sample t-test to measure 

the significant difference between vocabulary mastery test before and after the 

treatment and frequency on listening to English songs. The result of this study is 

presented in deliberation with the result from previous studies and related theories. 

 

 



FINDINGS 

 The result of this study aims to answer the research question whether listening 

to English songs have the effect on students’ vocabulary mastery. The results of the 

study are presented as follows: 

Here is the result of students' vocabulary mastery presented in the following 

descriptive statistic in paired sample t-test to measure the different mean between the 

score before and after the treatment.  

 
Figure 4.1: statistical data of pretest and posttest in vocabulary mastery 

The result indicated that the mean score of pretests for vocabulary mastery is 

57.562 while the mean of post-test is 61.375. The data above signifies that the mean 

score of posttest after one week of treatment on listening to English songs is better 

than the pretest score before the treatment. Moreover, the researcher also includes the 

significance of the paired sample correlation which support the result of the study. 

 
Figure 4.2: correlation data of pretest and posttest in vocabulary mastery 

The data signifies that the paired samples of pretest and posttest are positively 

and significantly correlated with the correlation value of 0.882 and significant value 

of 0.000 which is less than 0.01 and signify that both samples are significant at 0.01. 



 

Figure 4.3: paired sample t-test of pretest and posttest in vocabulary mastery 

The study indicates that the post-test mean score was 3.812 points higher from 

the pretest score with a standard deviation of 8.64150 and t value = 2.790, the paired 

sample t-test of both variables are significant at Sig = 0.008 which is less than 0.01. 

The result indicates that music has positive influence on vocabulary mastery.    

 

HYPOTHESIS TESTING  

 In answering the research problem, the researcher needs to calculate whether 

the result confirms the hypothesis or not. Therefore, the points out the hypothesis 

along with the null hypothesis as follows. 

1. Null hypothesis (Ho)  

Listening to English songs have no effect on students in vocabulary mastery. 

2. Alternative hypothesis (H1)  

Listening to English songs have an effect on students in vocabulary mastery. 

 

IMB SPSS 2.1 was used to measure the data, from paired sample t-test 

analysis, it is indicated that there is an increase of vocabulary mastery mean score of 

3.812 after a week of treatment with a significance value of 0.008 and significant at 

0.01. According to concepts of hypothesis in SPSS calculation: 

a. H0 accepted and H1 rejected if N.Sig > 0.05 (α=5%) 

b. H0 rejected and H1 accepted if N.Sig < 0.05 (α=5%) 

According to the result, the N.Sig 0.008 clarified that H1 is accepted which 

concludes that N.Sig >5%, where H1 is confirmed and Ho was rejected. Therefore, it 

can be concluded that H1 as the alternative hypothesis saying that, ―Listening to 



English songs have an effect on students in their vocabulary mastery.‖, answered the 

research problem. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

The analysis of this study presents a clear answer to the research question. that 

indicated listening to English songs in a week-long have a positive effect students' 

vocabulary mastery shown by the score of post-tests that is higher than pretests. This 

finding is congruent with the finding of the study conducted by Tomczak & Lew 

(2019) which also found that English songs have positive impact on teaching multi 

word vocabulary. Additionally, the researcher also managed to confirm the positive 

correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and exposure to English songs 

which strengthen the research finding.  

Moreover, hypothesis testing also confirms that there is an effect of using 

English songs on vocabulary mastery that confirms the hypothesis alternative and 

prove that the null hypothesis is rejected. this is in line with the statement of 

Maneshi (2017) that stated listening to songs in an extent amount of time helps the 

students to develops vocabulary by memorizing frequent repetition of words in a 

song. Another study by Hardiansyah (2020) also supports that vocabulary have 

positive effect on vocabulary mastery where he finds the development of students' 

retention to the exposure of authentic material supported with positive feelings and an 

enjoyable atmosphere in the use of songs in the classroom. Kaukonen (2016) also 

found that the students learn new vocabulary in their free time by listening to English 

songs. From the finding and discussion, the researcher found that listening to English 

songs both in free time or in classroom activity has a positive impact on students' 

vocabulary mastery. 

 



CONCLUSIONS  

The researcher concludes the result based on the problems of the research. 

According to the data in the finding and discussion with previous and related studies, 

the researcher found that listening in English songs has a positive impact on students' 

vocabulary mastery. This is shown in the data that one week of treatment using 

English songs managed to improve the mean score of vocabulary mastery by 3.812 

points with strong significance of 0.008 using paired sample t test. Thus, the score of 

post-tests is higher than pretest before treatment of listening to English songs. 

Therefore, the result confirms the hypothesis alternative that confirms listening to 

English songs have an impact in students’ vocabulary mastery.   

SUGGESTIONS 

According to the conclusions, the researcher proposes suggestions for the 

reader as follows. 

For the students, it is suggested to listen to English songs not merely for 

entertainment, but also use it to memorize and learn new vocabulary contained within 

the songs. 

For the lecturer, it is suggested to encourage students to learn vocabulary in 

their free time as vocabulary is too vast to learn only at school and there are many fun 

ways to autonomously learn vocabulary, one of them is listening to songs. 

For the next researcher, it is suggested to conduct the do more study about the 

effect of pace or tempo, the genre of music to vocabulary mastery to gain a deeper 

understanding of the effect of a certain type of music on vocabulary development. 
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