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Abstract 

Given the fact that learning nowadays mainly employs the use of technology, many studies 

have attempted to document the effectiveness of the technology on language learning 

achievement. To continue the scholarship, the present study was designed to investigate EFL 

learners’ speaking achievement after learning using podcast. Data were collected through 

interviews and Liker’s scale questionnaire. The result of the data found was analysed by using 

SPSS Application. The results of the research showed that the students’ speaking performance 

after giving treatment was significantly improved. It was proved by the data of the students’ 

mean score post-test was higher than in pre-test (55.60 > 77.30). It indicates that the use of 

podcast can empower students in speaking skill. The analysis indicated that the significant 

value was higher than p-value (0.05>0.000), it means that the alternative hypothesis was 

accepted. Moreover, the students stated interested in learning speaking toward podcast. It 

was proved by the mean score of students’ interests was 55.40 and considered as moderately 

interested.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Speaking in English as a foreign language has been researched by language 

scholars for many years. This skill has been considered essential in second language 

learning. Learners who have good English skills can comminate with others through 

English since speaking is defined as an activity done as a way of communicating with 

people (Shiama, 2006). 

While it is true that speaking English as a foreign language is important, the 

recently globalized world has changed the way learners learn second language 

speaking (Seel & Richey, 2012). One of this rapid change is the use of podcast as an 

activity support in learning. Jordan (2007) introduced podcast as a combination of 

case words (for outline, from the iPod brand title) and broadcast. Podcasts are 
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sound/video records that are exchanged to websites where site clients can download 

them from the internet. This will be tuned in on any contraption that supports 

MP3/MP4 records such as on computers, smartphones and MP3 players. Podcasts 

deliver openings for teaches to reinforce students in making speaking skill (Dagarin, 

2004). 

The effectiveness of podcast in second language learning has been 

documented by research. For example, it is found that podcast can improve learners’ 

lexicon, linguistic use, and learning exercises (Chan et al. 2011). Other researchers 

such as Fitria, Vianty, and Petrus (2015) found that podcast supports students’ 

speaking development. Podcasts can be used as an alternative for teachers to teach 

students outside the classroom (Bongey, Cizadlo, & Kalnback, 2006). In this context, 

students can also learn independently outside the classroom (Elnagar, 2020). 

 Given the important of podcast in second language learning, particularly for 

speaking skill, further research on the effectiveness of podcast in teaching speaking 

skill for learners should be investigated. To fill this aim, the present study was 

designed to uncover the effectiveness of using podcast in teaching speaking to 

English course learners in Kediri, East Java, Indonesia. 

 

Conceptual Frame Work  

Speaking in English as a foreign language includes the process of gaining input 

and then process it for communication which results in an output. In practice, the use 

of podcast in learning speaking serves as a learning support (Haberman et al, 2020). 

The process is shown by Figure 1 below. 

 

Figure 1. Chart of Speaking Process 
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Speaking a language cannot be separated from social interactions. Richard and 

Renandya (2002) stated that speaking concerns with the exchange of, knowledge, 

information, ideas, opinions, and emotions in communication. In so doing, it is clear 

that speaking is an essential activity done by people using verbal conversations. 

Furthermore, Nunan (2003) supported that speaking is an important skill for 

communication. 

 

The Nature of Speaking 

Commonly, speaking in English as a foreign language can be practiced in 

everyday life. Students can speak English with their peers and/or with themselves. 

Speaking skill can be enhanced through meaningful and communicative activities as 

suggested by Brown (2000) that speaking activity requires environment that provides 

communicative activities. For such activities, learners can attain communicative 

competence through speaking practice. Nunan (1992) distinguished characteristics of 

communicative competence as follows:  

➢ Knowledge of linguistic use and lexicon of the language,  

➢ Knowledge of run the show off speaking, e.g., knowing how to start and 

conclusion discussion, knowing what themes that can be talked almost totally 

different sorts of discourse occasions, knowing which address forms to utilize 

with diverse individuals to convert to and in several circumstances.,  

➢ Knowledge of how to utilize and react to diverse sorts of discourse acts such as 

ask, statements of regret, much obliged, and welcome, and  

➢ Knowledge of how to utilize dialect fittingly.  

 

Podcast in English Learning 

There have been many research studies that explore the use of podcast in 

second language learning. Previously, Jordan (2007) contended that the use of 

podcast in learning is due to its powerful advantages. Students can listen to podcast 

in English whenever they want through the medium of Mp3/MP4. Thus, they can 

practice their listening and speaking through podcast (Hasan & Hoon, 2013). 

In line with the benefits offered by podcast, Barber (2007) expressed that 

podcast also provides students with authentic materials in learning English either for 

listening or speaking. In particular, the use of podcast for university students is 

extremely important since they are challenged to be autonomous English learners 

(Peterson, 2010). Besides, learning speaking in English using podcast can motivate 

and engage students since they can choose their own materials and express 

themselves by speaking in English (Siregar & Marpaung, 2020). 
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Students’ interest in learning 

Another salient aspect of language learning is students’ interest toward the 

learning implementation. In this study, aside from investigating the effectiveness of 

podcast in learning speaking, the researcher also explores students’ responses 

showing their interest in the use of podcast. Theoretically, students’ interest correlate 

with their perceived learning (Abrantes, Seabra, & Lages, 2007). Students’ interest is 

defined as a psychological state of affective feeling toward learning. In this context, 

students focus on their motivation and engagement in learning (Weber, Martin, & 

Cayanus). 

Several previous studies have been done to document the use of podcast in 

English language learning. For instance, Iskandar (2017) found that podcast can 

enhance students’ speaking skill. In addition, the study confirmed that podcast helps 

students solve their learning difficulties by providing authentic materials for students’ 

speaking skill. Another study by Bustari, Samad, and Achamd (2017) revealed that 

students’ speaking skill is better after being treated by podcast instruction in EFL 

settings. Further, Yoestera and Putri (2019) recently reviewed literature on podcast 

use in EFL learning. They concluded that many benefits are offered by podcast for 

students’ English language development. Even, in the previous research by 

Hamzaoğlu and Koçoğlu (2016), podcast can lower students’ speaking anxiety and 

improve their speaking proficiency.  

Literature on the use of podcast in EFL has indeed been much reported. Most 

studies focus on the application and effectiveness pf podcast in formal schooling 

learning contexts. However, very little empirical evidence is documented to explore 

the use of podcast in an English language course. Drawing on this fact, the present 

study was done to measure the effectiveness of podcast in enhancing students’ 

English speaking skill in an English course in Pare, Kediri, East Java, Indonesia. 

 

METHOD 

This study employed a pre-experimental design with one group pre-test post-

test (Gay et al., 2006). The test included one group with a treatment by utilizing 

podcast. Participants involved in the present study were 50 English students of Fajar 

Course in Kediri, East Java, Indonesia. They enrolled in an English-speaking course 

both for formal and non-formal conversations. To recruit the sample, cluster random 

sampling technique was used. From this, ten students consisting of seven males and 

tree females voluntarily participated in the experimental study. Two research 

instruments were used in this study: speaking test and questionnaire. The speaking 

test was used to measure students’ speaking skill before and after the treatment. 

Meanwhile, the questionnaire was used to explore students’ interest using learning 
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using podcast. The most recent SPSS program was utilized to analyze the result of the 

pretest-posttest.  

 

  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The effect of podcast on students’ speaking skill 

In this research the researcher conducted a pretest to measure prior 

performance in speaking. The result of pretest analysis showed that students speaking 

was still low. The score considered as a good level which is referring to Depdiknas 

classification (2005). It was proved by student’s performance while took a test that the 

researcher conducts and related to speaking classification by Latifa et al (2015) the 

researcher found that students performance showed that most of students was not 

able to use the roles of grammar (articles, subject-verb agreement, use of verbs, 

nouns, adjectives and adverbs, preposition, coordinators, subordinators) he or she still 

makes many grammar errors (Donlevy & Donlevy, 2000). It may cause by lack of 

practice by doing. The crucial problem the researcher found is most of students while 

speaking is lack of confidence. 

After giving a pretest the researcher conducted a several meeting of treatment. 

In treatment researcher assign students with several topic to do podcasts. The 

researcher applied podcast to overcome student’s problem in speaking. By doing this 

podcast the students will build their confidence. The podcast also will help students 

by learning English by repetition. While doing a podcast, the students can identify 

their mistake and learn by their mistake (Borja, 2005).  

To found out students’ advance after giving treatment the researcher 

conducted a posttest. The result of posttest showed a significant different between 

pretest and posttest, where students after applied podcast in speaking skill has a 

higher score better than in pretest. The score considered as a very good level which is 

referring to Depdiknas classification (2005). It was proved by student’s performance 

while took a test that the researcher conducts and related to speaking classification, 

the researcher found that students performance showed that most of students can 

overcome their lack of confidence and students can learn from their mistake by 

listening their podcast (Efrizal, 2012; Hamimah, 2011; Rusilowati, 2013).  

At the previous research which is conducted by other researchers, the 

researcher found that podcast has important role in improving students speaking skill. 

Putri and Marisa (2018) found that podcast is a compelling instructing instrument to 

upgrade the Indonesian students’ speaking and tuning in capacity since it can give 

get to tom bona fide materials, bolster self-regulated learning, increment dialect 

certainty as well as make dynamic learning. This is in line with Chan et al (2011) 

defined that Podcast is thought now no longer simply accelerating listening talent 
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however additionally it stimulates the other language region for times pronunciation, 

grammar, vocabulary, and getting to know activities. Other researchers, Fitria, Vianty, 

and Petrus (2015) revealed that podcast gives great commitment in case of moving 

forward students’ speaking capacity. The podcast can be one of the choices and 

innovative tools which will make strides the students ‘understanding and their 

achievement unspeaking expansion, by utilizing the podcast, teachers have a unused 

strategy of instructing to stay connect with their students exterior of the classroom 

and to upgrade learning beyond of the school plan (Bongey, Cizadlo, & Kalnback, 

2006). These researchers affirm that Podcast supports students in developing 

speaking capacity. Students can also play it on their gadgets anyplace and at any time 

as they satisfied. This research data indicated that the applying podcast to increasing 

speaking skill was significantly increased the students’ speaking skill at the Fajar 

Course. 

 

Students’ interest in learning with podcast 

In terms of students’ interest, it was demonstrated that students at Fajar 

Course were interested to memorize speaking utilizing podcast. The researcher 

concludes that this level of interest caused by lack of meeting by the researcher with 

the method. The students may reach an interested level if the duration of the meeting 

can more than the researcher has been conducted. This the reason why the researcher 

suggests the podcast as a method to improve speaking skill.  

This in line with Barber (2007) expressed that podcast secured the students to 

the accurate materials which were relevant to their life. It may be an inquisitively and 

attracting getting to know contraption that gives a prized environment remarkably for 

a genuinely tuning in activity, learning by means of Podcasts is impelling, since it 

offers college students conceivable results to go up against with a portion of true 

errands that require them to disentangle an issue, make a comparison, or build a 

hypothesis in association to genuine life circumstance (Peterson, 2010). The students 

built up that the exercises and the errands within the Podcasts were fitting, curiously 

and significant which might pull in their attention, increase their inspiration, and 

improve their comprehension (Basir, Azeem, & Dogar, 2011). Subsequently, they 

adored picking up information of tuning in and speaking thru Podcasts. They 

accepted that Podcasts bolstered them in improving their tuning in and speaking 

capacity. These verbalizations concluded that utilizing Podcasts in learning tuning in 

and speaking had given the students profitable and fun learning experience which 

driven them to have positive discernments towards the utilize of Podcasts in learning 

tuning in and speaking. It can be communicated that the students had favorable 

acknowledgments toward the utilize of in learning tuning in and speaking since 

podcasts was a reasonable learning gadget (Umam, 2011). 
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CONCLUSION 

This study was desigend to reveal the effectiveness of podcast in increasing 

students’ English speaking skill. Based on the analysis, it is found that post-test score 

is higher than the pre-test, indicating that podcast can imporve students’ speaking 

skill. The present study implicates the findings into several parties. First, English 

teachers should consider the time allocation for the treatments using podcast. Given 

the effectiveness of podcast, English teachers should also provide meaningful 

materials for the students. 
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